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Executive Summary

ETHS restructured its 1 humanities and biology courses and implemented a system that provides
students with access to a challenging, guaranteed curriculum that focuses on skill development and is
aligned with national standards. This includes students who, in the past, would have been placed in a
regular or mixed-level regular course.

Prior to revisions to the courses, there was great variability in the curriculum experienced by students.
This variability was independent of course level. In the new courses, the curriculum is aligned with
Advanced Placement, Common Core and ACT College Reading standards, high-level skills are taught by
all teachers and common assessments are administered to students. Through revising these courses,
ETHS is able to increase expectations and guarantee a curriculum.

A multi-year evaluation is underway and this is the second evaluation report. Like the first report, this is
not a final, summative report. This report is
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Background and Overview

Theory of Action

As Figure 1 illustrates, the problem solving model required administrators to develop a Theory of Action.
When recommending the Restructured Freshman Year Initiative to the D202 Board of Education, Dr.
Witherspoon’s summarized its Theory of Action as follows:

This recommendation to restructure the freshman experience is designed to benefit all students by
creating a stronger learning environment—to assure that high achievers are challenged at the
highest level and held to the highest standards; to assure that far more 9" graders are taking
challenging classes; to create pathways for many more students to take honors and advanced
classes at ETHS; and to raise expectations for all students. Those achieving at the top will benefit
from increased academic standards and skills, and those capable of greatly improved achievement
will be supported in meeting much higher expectations.

The Theory of Action is the foundation of the evaluation and its reports. Figure 2 illustrates each of the
Theory of Action’s five major components which are



Background and Overview

Figure 2: Restructured Freshman Year Initiative — THEORY OF ACTION
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Increase in enrollmentin honors
and AP

All 1 Humanitiesstudents receive instruction that:

-aligns with AP, ACT College Readiness and
Common Core Standards

-includes reasoning, analysis, collaboration,
writing, synthesizingand creating

-includes significant amounts of reading and
writing

Students feel they have control
over their success in 1 Humanities
and/or Biology classes.

Increase in college acceptance
rates.



Definitions and Evaluation

Report #2 - Contents and Structure

This report includes information about the
initiative’s implementation, and preliminary
information about its outcomes. .

The 1 humanities sections and biology sections
summarize findings by student cohort.

1 Humanities. Cohorts include the grade 9
students who completed both semesters of the
1 humanities English and history course in a
given school year. Analyses include the
comparison of the two full implementation
cohorts (2012-13 and 2013-14) to the mean of
the three comparison group cohorts (2008-09,
2009-10, 2010-11). This mean is called the
Comparison cohort or group.

Biology. Cohorts include the grade 9 students
who completed both semesters of the biology
course in a given school year. Analysis includes
comparing the one full implementation cohort
(2013-14) to the mean of the three comparison
group cohorts (2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12).
This mean is called the
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Measures of locus of control were calculated for
each student for 1 humanities-English, 1
humanities-history and biology. Students who
score high on a measure exhibit an internal
locus of control where they believe they have
command over their learning. Students who
score low exhibit an external locus of control
and believe that external factors have
command over their learning.



Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment — 1 Humanities and Biology

How is the new course different? How does this
course compare to the previous courses?

Prior to revisions to the 1 humanities and
biology courses, there was great variability in
the curriculum experienced by students. This
variability was independent of course level.
Inconsistency of expectations, assessments, and
semester exams resulted in a student
experience that was teacher dependent.

The revised 1 humanities and Biology courses
are designed to increase the depth in which
students reason, analyze, collaborate, write,
and synthesize. The courses emphasize deep
understanding of content and ensure that both
teachers and students recognize what is
essential for students to know, understand and
do. They focus on the process of moving
students to deeper levels of understanding
while focusing on their work. This is not about
doing the 11" grade curriculum in the 9"grade.

Through revising these courses, ETHS is able to
increase expectations and guarantee a

curriculum. Common assessments support a
guaranteed curriculum since they provide a set
of expectations for students in a course.
Common assessments include earned honors
assessments, Advanced Placement aligned
rubrics, and semester exams which are all both
valid and reliable. Advanced Placement and
International Baccalaureate use similar
mechanisms to guarantee the curriculum.

Table 4 displays the difference in curriculum,
instruction, assessment and grading between
the current restructured 1 humanities and
biology courses and the course before the
restructured initiative.



Table4: Rigorof Courses-Prerand Postinitiative Comparisorof Curriculumnstruction,Assessment,

andGrading
Preinitiative Postinitiative
Regular| Mixed
and Honors
Mixed and 1Hum | 1Hum
Regular| Honors | English | History | Biology

Curriculum: Alignedto...

CommonCore(EN,HS)

ACTCollegeReadines$EN,HS)

(EN,HSBIO)

AdvancedPlacemenframework

Yes

NextGenerationSciencestandardgBIO)

Yes
(ongoing)

Writing (EN,HS)

fllinoisLearningStandard§EN,HS,BIO)

Instruction: Guaranteed...




Effort and Locus of Control —

1 Humanities and Biology

1 Humanities English

Effort

67% of the 2013-14 cohort put forth effort in
English class. White students are more likely
than African American/Black or Hispanic/Latino
students to put forth effort in English class.

Figure 3
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Figure 4
45%
47% 49%
39% 33% 27%
H/L
[ ngh ® Medium = Low
n=550

10

1 Humanities History

Effort

66% of the 2013-14 cohort put forth effortin
history class. White students were more likely
than African American/Black or Hispanic/Latino
students to put forth effort in history class.

Figure 5
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White students are more likely than African
American/Black and Hispanic/Latino students to
have a high locus of control in their history class.

Figure 6
46%
55% 45%
37% 25% 26%
B/AA
EHigh m Medlum Low
n=550



Effort and Locus of Control — 1 Humanities and Biology

Biology

Effort

66% of the 2013-14 cohort put forth effortin
their biology class. White students were more
likely than African American/Black or
Hispanic/Latino students to put forth effort in
their biology class.

Figure 7
30%
55%
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Locus of Control

White students are more likely than African
American/Black and Hispanic/Latino students to
have a high locus of control in their biology class.

Figure 8
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Grade 9 — 1 Humanities and Biology

Biology

Regular: In 2013-14, 35% of the students (n=59)
who would have historically been placed in a
regular level course demonstrated mastery in at
least one semester of their biology course.

Mixed-Level Regular: In 2013-14, 69% of the

students (n=22) who would have historically
been placed in
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Outcomes

A primary goal of the initiative is for more
students to have access to and be successful in
honors and AP courses as they progress through
grades 11 and 12. Since the 1 humanities 2012-
13 cohort has not yet completed grade 11,
there are no outcomes to report. In lieu of that,
2014-15 semester 1 course level

15



Summary

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

The restructured 1 humanities and biology
courses provide students with a guaranteed
curriculum that focuses on skill development
and is aligned with national standards.

Unlike the previous courses, the current courses

are aligned to Common Core and ACT College
Readiness

16



Summary

The next report should be available in June,
2016. Current plans are to include the following
analyses:

1 Humanities

2012-13 cohort
Grade 11 Course Levels and Grades
Grade 11 AP Exam Scores
Grade 12 Course Enrollment
ACT Scores
ACT Survey — College Aspirations
Grade 11 Locus of Control

2013-14 cohort
Grade 11 Course Enrollment

2014-15 cohort
Grade 9-Course Levels and Grades
Grade 9 Effort and Locus of Control

Biology
2014-15 cohort
Grade 9 Course Level and Grades
Grade 9 Effort and Locus of Control
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Appendix — 1 Humanities and Biology Cohorts — Number of Students

Mixed- | Mixed-
Cohort Total | Regular | regular | honors | Honors None | AA/B H/L W | Other
1 Humanities
Grade 9
Comparison 614 74 116 251 136 37 156 85 318 55
2012-13 643 114 145 190 145 49 168 99 305 71
2013-14 648 111 123 274 86 54 172 104 319 53
Grade 11
Comparison 556 62 106 231 131 26 134 75 297 50
2012-13 586 104 133 173 136 40 143 88 288 67
Biology
Grade 9
Comparison 583 146 53 129 214 41 128 85 308 62
2013-14 573 169 32 165 153 54 135 80 307 51
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