


Dr. Eddie Glaude, Jr.:

It's hard to summarize. I delivered these lectures in 2011, and when I delivered the lectures, Michael

Brown was still alive. Sandra Bland was still alive. Baltimore hadn't exploded. Ferguson. The quick trip in

Ferguson was still around as it were. So, so much happened between then and now. How did we get

here? In July 5th, 1852, Douglass delivered his July 5th oration at Old Corinthian Hall in Rochester, New

York. And he said that there was, in that speech, he said that there was a reptile, a serious reptile in the

nation's bosom, which was slavery, right? So we could tell a story about that serpent that has been

eating the entrails of the nation sinc
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Exactly. So you see what I mean? So now we’re nerding out. We're
e’



Marcus Campbell:

Yeah, we got 4,000 kids here and 700 adults. What is our responsibility to our young people in this

moment?

Dr. Eddie Glaude, Jr.:

Lord have mercy. Why would you put that question on? What is our responsibility to our children in this

moment? What is our responsibility? Well, we have to model, at least it seems to me we should. What?

It means not to lose one's soul in the face of evil. What does it mean to be truthful to oneself in the face

of ugliness? What does it mean to refuse to take the bribe? How does one model a way of being in the

world where integrity, love, care, sincerity, courage, or values that matter? What should we be teaching

our children in this moment? Oh my God. How to don't run away from your fears. Sit with them in this

moment, doc, the country, the foundations of the republic have cracked. We all face the moral choice.

Lemme just say this every 10 minutes, I said it earlier today, every 10 minutes in Gaza, a baby is either

injured or killed. I don't care where you stand in terms of the position. I don't care where you stand

vis-a-vis, I do care, but it's not really what I'm trying to suggest about Israel and Palestine. If you are okay

with that stat, something is happening in the soul. And what we need to be teaching our children, I think

it’s in the journey between womb and tomb, from the first breath to the last breath…what matters is

how you live in between with courage, decency, integrity, and love. And so we can't become callous

hearts in the midst of all of this ugliness and evil.

Marcus Campbell:

Yesterday I was prepping for this conversation, and I can hear the helicopters that were getting the video

of what was happening at Northwester t
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point, much of the way in which our society has been organized. It's collapsing right in front of us. We

have a generation of young people who've come of age, and many of them have drawn the conclusion

that the place is broken and it's a reasonable conclusion to draw. And the moral question that's in front

of them, they're trying to answer in interesting sort of ways and in complicated ways, and they're trying

to answer it in a country that has forgotten how to disagree. So we're expecting our children to disagree

reasonably when we can't disagree reasonably as adults. And so this book fits in the moment, I think

Marcus, as a call for us to take responsibility for ourselves such that we can take responsibility for the

nation.

Marcus Campbell:

In the book you say disposition matters and character matters. And what do you say to folks who…
they're all about justice and they're not about character, they're not about disposition, and they justify

maybe unpleasant dispositions because it's really about justice.

Dr. Eddie Glaude, Jr.:

Oh, see, the moral question is the beating heart of everything I do. And the moral question is what kind

of human being do you aspire to be? What kind of human being are you? So if you don't invest, so if you

are pursuing just and democratic ends by undemocratic and unjust means, then what's going to happen

is that you're going to end up producing another form of tyranny. So if you're not democratic in the very

way you struggle, you're going to end up with Mugabe. You see, you're going to end up with people who

will distort the aims and ends. My wife is Jamaican. And you can think about decolonization, you can

think about independence, and you think about the way in which PNP and JLP function-- the People's

National Party and the Jamaican Labor Party and how they function. And then you see that this political

party that they are just simply functioning against the underneath is the app, the colonial apparatus still

doing its work and you just get elites, brown elites mostly rotating, right? Dl
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There's a book that needs to be written entitled "All the King's Men." Yeah, those are some complicated

dudes. And then there's a reason why when in 1960, April of 1960, after the Wildcat sit-ins in Nashville,

in Atlanta, in parts of North Carolina, after those young people who became the shock troops, troops of

the movement, they gather at Shaw University, and in April of 1960, they found the Student Nonviolent

Coordinating Committee. Why are they at Shaw? It's Ms. Baker's alma mater, and she's the one holding

off the legacy organizations from trying to co-opt this student energy. And at the heart of our politics is

this idea that is not to helicopter in and guide and direct in local communities, but to create the

conditions under which indigenous leadership will emerge. How else does a Unita Blackwell show up?

How else does a Fannie Lou Hamer show up? How else do the brothers and sisters in Lawrence County,

Alabama show up? And so the idea she used to tell the young organizers, "shut up and listen,
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Marcus Campbell:

Well, I think we're just about at time, but thank you, Dr. Glaude.

Announcer:

Be sure to stay connected to the Wildkit Way by subscribing to it wherever you find your favorite

podcasts, including on Apple, Spotify, and YouTube. Thank you for listening. This is the Wildkit Way.


